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From the time I firft began to' . communi-
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¥ g Nweni, accepi, purgavi, pondere juffo
- ICampa[m‘,z'pclaﬁ fetum,debitogae calore
B Foui, Expeitani, figna hacquein tempore vidi, | 2o
\\f Mox qmplex_a wirums muliey, ﬁla.membm repents 25 A
|\ IiZu disjunxis, fie (unt facta ompia pulvis.
R Offcarotinitus [uamemira dirempiacalore
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) ThReg! dus E xcudat, volita que per Aéra fumus hat to your Lodyers you repay/good will, -

B Qi Condenfarus gewerat nigredmc Corvim., N Affift me joino Phabus with thy raies, - i
W Scpefiut liguidussnecwondarefeit, ¢ omnes | Appear now as thoy didit if Hermes daies, = :
B Indsit inteto grot et [unt orbe colores _ N - R
S Hunc putyem afperfi Lymphatorore, lavands, | Thou alfo who by hides Centrall heat,

B Dum.color albefcens vifus magis Enfe cornfeans, |° lﬁ 1 -fg C\Eg.th metalling bodies bake

BB Canduit ad vices [eptem, lapss bic Pavadyfi, | 2 ccorion, Thog wpo haft;thy Seat

- SN S | Kingdomes three, do/thow\ikewife awake: s
B8 17 Lunam tingens impurins omne metallum, Gentle Minerva, dd notnok difdain, *

. Now tamey hic finis non hac meameralaboram 2 1 To me thy fecret frorkings texplain.

The F1rft Book.
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N InwiEus pergo, debituni retinendo Calorem. VA
R Sangnineus quoadn(que color, cum Sole metalia | Fhere is a fubftdnce Homogeneyll,
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| Yt is a wonderthat of Copper bafe,
Tm Lead, or Iro\fhould-
(In thorter time the half an hours fpace)
Moﬁ perfec filver wiNch will never fade ;

6 1 doubt not but you gladIs\
: Of this rare Art, whofe vertuds fo ftrange,
“Yet may not every oye to whomNtisdear
Thls Science reach, and able be to Mjange
Imperfe& mettals from ftate of C} \rruption

And frec thefick from danger of i ru&ton

el:h mem:als whtch would fix the ﬁre

hutation is (as Sages.
N ver {ix to perfe 'Gold.

r Art bc made

- Such is the vertue of
Nor only ths, but to 1

\

ke gold moft ﬁne

X Smcc thcn all to thxsmrt have not a ri% ht

Are heirsthergto, the reft for want of lighty
Ma grope {9 long themfelves until they lofe
T herefoye 'moft learned men this 'Art deride

lpl&s on Natune do depend,

. - Etb ere is which moft ddmire,
i _ u_ (J hﬁféévc he’s rare who doth/t know

ews would hear

.. Bat fuch alone, shem God above,.doth chy ofc .

And allits fearchers they feverely chide.”

Yeyknow for all thatit is furely true, -
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| eat ough it Carpers many be, and few
' \d who dare ftand upitto défend ;
Thns Scieqee ne’rethelefle fhall fill remam .
Immoveable, which no reproacii can ffain. ' §

L

f

9 What though Owe varlets of this Arrdo boaﬁ
Vho know therein ho more thepp dbth an Ape?
They fwear, they fwadger, as thiey rul’d the roaft;
Alluring fuch who afreAwealthy/do pape,
To truft their oaths any lies/and to disburfe

- Upon their skill what erk ¢ cy_ have 1n purfc. n

'

Jio And when from thetti Aeir Moneys they have
lIn fine 1t proves their Arcps byt achear, (got,
For what they vaunted, ywretches ! thcy havc not, J

heir Skill is foundéd uplon errprs Seat; -
| Then are their-Breedy Credichrs afham’d
And curfe thClr craft,yet both\are to be blam’ d

i1 The one fith wh: thcy know npt they prctcnd
And fo dec’elvc thehalty egedulous),
he other who fc ready 15 to fpend

His goods upon pretences fabulous |
Let all bewaye henceforth left thad they mfh
To lofc a b; d in hand for two i th\bufn

g2 But yet for all this may we not co cludc
“BBecaufe of falfe men that the Art is not \

Though [/awyers do their Clients oft d ludt """
he Law/is juft and free from ftain or blot; °. ;.
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I' "Sois this Science, let the offenders b

7n
N

B ' Defcrved blame, the Articfelf is clear, .

ear .. |7 For by thisrule there 1s not any thingf' .
- May Credence gain but what our felvesc» krow. @

This would the world into confufjon bring: DR
romﬁmh arootin confequence would gt:ow . | 1

They who fo hard are to beleeve would think 3

Fullill, if they of the fame cyp thould drink. = 3§

i . And allo by examples make appear, |
. Againft oppofers who this skill difdain,
B Thatic on nature grounded is, no fear: -

BB . Whenthisis prov’d the hardeft work is done.

1

k 3 tllvletl?nks if Iaching affirm’d fhould reade il
§. . The meansicto attainyou’l findeanon. - g of fom one, againft whom there doth lie * . §
e - LUCHIREIS Jutt exception, “twere a thameful deed, - - . '§
0 tax the truth of what I hear, for whyp "
It I would credit finde, thould I not truft ?

Do as thou wouldft be done by, this is juft.

I!";
', gt
| 4

B 1.4 FiconfuchJudgesrathwho will condemn
B Thac which they know not, nor yet can diicern;
B shall colours cenfur’d be by fightlefle men?
B " | - . . L , > I -

B Orthofe of learning judge who ne’re did learn?
BB °Tiscrue, ftill was, and ever will be found,
B Saye fools, Art hath no foes upon the ground.

) j T
" 3 ir_;
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j

. %5 ‘We fay then and affirm, that Alchemy,

%

. Tts Bafis hath fo near on Nature latd,
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B Thatitis not the proideit Enemy,
b Qf its defence thall ' make me once afraid :

b \\Anderc] leve T'legake it evidenr,

B . %To'men of Reafon by found Argument.
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IR ;6 Andfirft itv’s o fmall evidenceto s,

B That many witnefles of icare found, -
' adpdioed falfe, nor 18 te {i qud N
. T o.cenfiire thofe who have the Actaffirmtd,
i falle, thut fo'they maybe “s‘éf'sfé’-"ﬂ"’f;tgo‘
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That he fhall ﬁnde fufﬁcrexlt*cwdcnce __
To cleat the thing from {found exPcrlcnce. .

26 Geéer and Haly with calid ancient ngs
seltants are with many others moc,
hofe naies a Book would fill, the world T rmﬁs
Vn:h ceftimonies of them, {0 thac no -
Pretence may be the Art for to deny,
2xcept one will thefe Authours vdxﬁe

7 Be m.zm’ of Trefne Marqyefle, great in skill,
B modern writer, doth avow the fame,
0 Of this Art do. bear a Name /ho atrer Ecrours long, of meer gOOu-WlU
s upon the Stage, \ Treanfe.wrote, both Sophlﬁcrs to blame,

" deferved Fame - And alfo Searchers deviant to Jeade, ( tread,
' ‘Twere ﬁr'mne (f hc condcmned pams {hould

. lammel alfo of worthy memoxy,
CI‘ llﬁc"-h for to reade - t likewife, thefe with all their mwhl:
d free from any lye, 50 srace-the (ccret Art of Alchemy.
above 2 Symphony did leade ¥ To whom thefe named Authors wont fuffice;
ed underneath the sky, . . Saywhat he llﬁ he is more nice then wife.
deth adaptatton ftrange, , .
Ineed notrange §o Admxt Ifora thmg no ground can fee,

Pwere folly in me ftraight for to conclude

Through Othﬂ' of h's writings, \ thh;iOda“ he negative, fince many things there be
ut Eccho to the truth which there is couc ¢ which I have no skill, there’s none thaL § rude

A word fufficech wife men, he that fhall. - ‘In any thing, butit (o bim appears . -

pam:i his works to reade let be avoucbe%h Im poﬁiblc bech yct 1t Reafon bears. . , . A
Hagindor ‘ L . , B i 30 And
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B 36 Andwhat [cannot with-my wit perceive, BConvinced firft and bropght to wondering; i

B Becaafe they are removed from my Sphear, By an Experiment which himfelf didtry,

§.  Another knows, then fhall I not beleeve " Of a fmall powder inan Old Book found, .~

B A knowing man, nor deign to give anear,  § Whichtinged Argent vive to gold moft found. g

B Decaufe hiswords are quiteabove myreachy f + - . | | R
B Becaufel cannotlearn canhenotteach? gy Atwhich amaz’d the thing he did relate

.} 1
7 e
.i N } "'r ..
d .-" *"' '.'1
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. .. K Into a Goldfmith his intire friend, '
B 31 Moreover diverswho did not pretend, hom to confirm after he told his fate,
B Unto this Arc, bave yet covinced been, That which remained he did freely {pead,
f. - Of tts undoubred truth, and to defend And thus 2 double witnefle was created,
E. Itfrom afperfions an the Stage are feen; Of whom one formerly the Art had hated.
Q¢ . Learn'd Hoghland it you Lt for to perufe, - | EERE
§ ' “Youneednot fear left he fhould you abufe. B¢ Yer all(perhaps)thefe teftimontes clear,
r I ot fcarce the tithe of what we could produce
B 32 For why? the difficulties he relates = il ferve a Caviller, who will not fear
B Of Alchemy, and from it all diffwades, or to reproach, where wifedom might induce
~ For which end he recounteth his {ad fates, His yjudgement to fufpc&,and not to throw
B Adwfing mea to choofe profefled Trades, I Scandalon what i’ch’leaft he doth not know: -
B And it forfake, {ince’ds fo hard to finde, - ' .
I, Yeétit to blaft he was not fo unkinde.

B+ We thetefore the Ingenious to ferve
. : . ~ kh what we may, fhall prove by reafons firm;
33 Brave Helmonts Teftimony I mightcite,  Ehacth’Art is poffible,though many fwerve
k- To whom prefented was a portuon ﬁnaﬂ  [nfeeking it, the trath that doth nothgrm, |
Of the Red powder, which was of the might |} Let them ook to it who the work begin, .
For to tranfmiute, to bidethe trials all - How they proceed if ere they mean to win.
Of perfed gold, Unconftant Meresry, - - . o
<. Full nineteen thoufand times its quanuty.. - §8 For a firft ground X hope you underftand,
& o 7 Fhequalities of thacwhich we wold finde, © /]
b 24 Old Anfs/m hereIon theStage mi‘g‘h&ﬁrmg Ife you’re-unfit fuch things to'takeinhand, .~ df

- Of this fame Art anutter Enémy, . Wnleffe youknow how kinde produceth Kinde: . ]
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' 3 This Mercury a dry humtdnty -
 This GOd h‘“h fet to Nature for 2 Law (dra ,which doth flow, yee wetteth not the hand, -

That from its like each thmg (s form {houl-. mighty force doth hidden lie,

h’attempts of Artifts it can well wrth{’tand

20T cncrcafc and multtp]y he did command Difdaining to be fever’d by the fire,

All Herbs anid Trees, all birds and forcs of bealts §  1ts parts (o firmly knit fcorn o, retire.
The Fifhes eke,and men who underftand

"~ What Rearun to them from his works fuggeﬁ.'s,f : OFW Jter it the Progcny . known B
" Yetallin kinde their own kinde muft encrealcle, warer it doth far in WClght cxcced

B) 2 opagauon which {hall never ceale. herefore a hidden vertue we muft own,
.- - yhence fuch a condenfation {hould procced
nf 40 This Pl' opagation for to brmg about | This vertue ts the feed in nature plac’c
Each thing he bleft with vertue feminal, | By God alone, and never yet defac
- Which Hx.rbs and Trees into the Air br ms‘ out, | ,
- Buc hidden lies in the Retns animal 5  For can one be fo ﬁu id as to think

The only queftion which is now 0 prove,  mhat warer of its own accord (hould caufe,
Iw if thaz Mmerals from Godabove  Within it felf fo greata change, and link

1 plphur apd Mercury with fo firm Laws,
41 Were bie{Ted W‘th a feed €O m“‘“P‘Y ~ }Its own dimenfions to penetrate,
" Augd to encreafe their kinde like other.things; Jso many times a metall to create.
This once if clear’d no {cruple then can lle '

But thatthe vertue feminal which brings k& No there muft be an inward agent granted
“Allthingsto ight,it felf may m“‘“P‘Y: Qe would a thing upchanged fill rematn,
In me[tal% as in all tbmgs under SkY - s Agent s the form that water wantcd
o ' < 'While feits proper pature did retain ;
42 This fOl‘ to clear to the Ingennous - This form is light the fource of Central heat,
. The gcneratuon I[.{fhall hete relate - .~ Whtch c10th’d with matter doth a feed bcget:
* ()qutals which by Sulphur un&uous ' :.;;:,»; o
Engendrdd ane whrch doth coagulate, - - v+ The Seed no fooner T produc [, but foon EEEENE:
“ And fix a fluent moifture mineral, ﬂ'ays to brlng the matter to 4 changc, U
¢Wht(?h Mercury Phxlofophcrs do call | B3 SRR e T
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" Co-worketh with the Form t’attain the end,
' To which the feed implanted doth intend.

. 48 Nor m‘gy thiS feem a fablc tothe_Wif_e y
For all things live according to their kindes,
¢ Their life is light which in them hidden lies,
' Y. _ Difcerned by tbcfe_yesf gffoarmg mindess
B Tothem difcovered is true NaturesMap,
By whom produced nothing is by hap. B

. Butisdiftin& tlirough {pecies numberlefle .
. Inche bcg‘mning did pr‘Odl’;c‘e, ."..”4 ;txen 1
Sct them their Law found out by mental men.

)

B .
\

B /o The feed is then the mean that dotli unite.
¥/ The form unto its matcer, and doth raife
" Anappetice ’th patient, ‘and invite

K
',,i

X Thea&ive vertue to.its work, apd lates

X
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.
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To.its own end dired its mouonsall. ~

51 The end attained ofice, this lifeis hid, '

And hedged in with fenfes corporall, - ..

B Where i preferves its body, bl dosh b
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he matter lives,and that which may feem ﬁrange'

JOf which the animal and vegetable

This Law on all its aQtions, thatic ﬂ)all,é o |

 [rhacthey the wafting flames know to out.dare,
- Nor all confuming time from their condition

& Inmatter and in'form
Revive =~ '
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Revivad be, and ferment new receive,
» = 't * . .
New operations in’t then you’l percetve;

» It therefore is an errour very great,
o think *caufe metals are fo firmily knit »
[heir principlestogether, thacthe feat -
Vherein their feed refides is {o up fhit, “
That by the eye & cannot be difcé"rp’di o
Thercfore itisnot; Noman thatislearn’d - 3
3 Can fuch conclufion make ; For why, us plain, .4
A1l things in Nartures Kingdomes which are found .4
\ hidden fpirit inthem do contain, ~ ~ 4
n which Cceleftiall qualities abound, B
The hider is a body vifible, ‘ E
The hidden but a fpiric invifible.”

’ 0y u
\ :1 ¢
/

, | _' . . | ;o ¢ o \??i
¢4 YetConcretes all in Kingdoms three do dweld, ' 3
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nclos’d are with a lefle‘enduring fhell, — &+ " : 4
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hem to defend from change which 1s not able,” + .
| They daily therefore move from ftate to itate,
Until a new form doth the old'abate.

sy Butinthe Kingdom mineral thereare 'y
Jodjes of fuch a perfect compofinon,

May change them, for th*are homogeneal, k-
l . and therefore fhall
B4 . 56Chan
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ince it fo fecretly it felf doth hide,
jor open lies unto each fearchers hand;
“The feat is water homogeneal,
| Even as itis in other Concretes all.
.1 For feed the vital fpirit is which doth,
g R . - - Bn water oaly of its kinde remain, S
B 57 The meanelt metall, Lead, although fublim’d] lives when water lives, a"nd'ﬂ?ow’_th A
BF  Tovapour,and this work though oft repeated, Jnttan a&ive force, when thisisflam
By over-pow’ring might of congelation, ‘

B Or though to Litharge turn’d, or elfe calcin’d 1_ on, 1
B To Cerufe, Sugar, or Glafle, yet defeated | 1(lies perdue, paflive in Contemplation.

it/ $hall be his pains, wha thinks "tis then unti’de . - f o« .
B Fornotwithitandiag Lead it doth abide, 2 Y€t though fuppreft, its life is ‘not extinct, - 4
L TR ut may by Art be quickened again, g

\nd to new motion ftirred up, and linke

W’ 56 Changelefie abide in their integrity,
f  1f nocrelolv’d by Agentprevalent

i To their component principles which lie
B Clofely contain’d, fo clofe, that their intent
B Many dolofe who feek them tountie,
E Andyet their Artcannot afcend fo high.

|

. 'r

B <8 And may becafie_Artand foon be brought, no. ,
© Js former (hapeagain to re; aflume, -, jnto a {ubftance new that may contain -~
B Such labours to this end availeth noughe; Such vertuein a parcell very fmall -4
B ¢ lcad then be fo firm, wemay prefime | As may tranfcend its Concrete minerall. |
' More perfed metals are more permanent, - | A
And more delude fond Artifts weak intent.  §3 For why, the life it felf fecks to encreale,
o B . [Vhere e’re its freed from its imprifoned thyall, = 4§
. 5}9: Conclude we then and that on certain gronm uch like to fire which kindled doth not ceafe
i Thar metals do poffefle metalline ' f

-

- T4
| CA .

ced. - [felf to muluply, norever hall " -
¥ Which though reured far may yet be fcund, An end be found of 1ts encreaficg might;
Bv fuch who fearch the right way for to {peed If fed with fuell new, finceicof lighc -~ 4

B e conld they not engcndréd,be,nor kept, \ S e
B e ers of weed alone thleffedt. - BaThe.of-springis fi hence all form doth flow
BE  / /1n chis cheir Beirg, of Seed alone theffect, . f4 BEOL-spring 13 fHWL & ence all rorm doth f1ow
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" Bnd from it feed doth its beginning take, <> - 3
. hOfcﬂ naturc 18 ft1l] 1ore and more'to ngW, S
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o Therefore becaufe the Atome leaft of gold 4

gold,and hath of it the form intire, |
s Elements together fodo hold, -
nd all its parts fo firmly do confpire,

W The feed of itis cherefore by no Art,
@l From its own body to be made to part.
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' 65 But why itis fo rare a thing to fee,
B 1n bodies metalline this wondrous might,
B . Which vegetables all poffefle, thathe
B Which it denies, is blinde, alfo the fight

B:  Canreachto fee this Seed in Animals;,
Which yet moft fecret is in Minerals.

fo So then its feed in truth is nothing elfe

utits own water, which in fetters lies

o chain’d within its center where 1t dwels
hatit is not apparent to the eyes, =~

| Ne to the minde, butofamentalman
‘Who kaows a Key this lock which open can..

66 The Reafonis for that the former Kindes

B Bothvegetall and animallare made

¥ Of parts diflimilar there ts w_lthall

B Of principles unlikenefle, which to fade . o - | o
£ Arcallinclin’d, and oft their old form lofe, * f1 But now of Seed my Mule s bropught to fing,. .

B - Nor long enjoy the new which [ate they chofe.§thall its vertue hcgve,n,ly declare, - N

- *' tom which doth rife on earth each being thing,

rom which all concretes eke engendred are ; -
"Tis Natures darling, Heavens Progeny,
Framed by God all things to muluply.
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B 67 But metals and metalline bodies all,
B Engendred arefroma moft ftable roof, :
b e o s Mercury, whofe bulk though mal
| Lovomiegusweghty, nevter andortoor, |00 % P05 T
" Orhead oreyein it isthere diftint, - 2 Inbodies all it is, yet corporall L
But itsintirely one to Sulphur linkt, -+~ - JNis not, it worketh vifibly, yetis

. I | f govifi b]c‘, it frce-ly'a_&s, y€l all |

s operations are enfoyc’cto this,
That out of kinde nothing engender may,

For God and Nature never go aftray.
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68 Which Sulphur is not vulgar, but indeed
' ' v’'s effentiall, - '
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' B3 Sothen althopgh I faid that Mercgr} L
'~ Bolds water wasits feed, yet underftand . 4
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L - 78 Behold ar man who in his reirs contains,

. Whichisan err our, but on th’other hand,
Know that this Mercury the feed is nam’d,
Becaule in 1t ’as next of all contam"d

' 74 Sothenthe bodv is the waters neft
In which it doch refide, the water eke
" The Spirits trabitacle, where doth reft
. This heavenly oﬁ'-sprmg which fo many fcek
 Yetfinde tnot, becaufe they mif-conceive
-~ Their work, and therfore do themfelves deccxve.

Of mankinde the true matter mafeuline,
Whmh miXtin matrix due, in time attains
THE Parents form, which by a foul divine

- Compleated is into 4 perfect man,
In tlme his hkeneﬂ'c propagate which can.

: 76 I‘his fecd qurm wluch to _the outward eye

g vifible, is not the vital! fire,
ut that a fpiric is, which to defcry
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